
Request approval to enter into a Standard Agreement with the State 
Emergency Medical Services Authority and to accept grant funding to 
support the California Emergency Medical Services Information System.

SUBJECT

November 03, 2009

Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF STANDARD AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)
(3 VOTES)

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text

lsmitherman
New Stamp

lsmitherman
Typewritten Text
15	     NOVEMBER 3, 2009



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
11/3/2009
Page 2

1.  Authorize the Interim Director of Health Services (Interim Director), or his designee, to sign a
Standard Agreement with  the Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA), to accept grant funds
in the amount of $25,666, to participate in the development of a statewide system which incorporates
both field and trauma center data, effective July 1, 2009 through  June 30, 2010, reflecting the
State's budget cycle.

2.  Delegate authority to the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign Standard Agreements with
EMSA for the period of July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011, and for subsequent fiscal years through
June 30, 2014, to accept the grant funding with  substantially similar terms of the Standard
Agreement, upon  review and approval by County Counsel, the Chief Executive Office (CEO) and
notification to your Board.

3.  Delegate authority to the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign amendments to the Fiscal Year
(FY) 2009-10 Standard Agreement with the EMSA, and for subsequent fiscal years through June 30,
2014, with substantially similar terms, for changes related to the scope of the project or grant
guidelines, upon review and approval by County Counsel, the CEO and notification to your Board.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

The State of California currently has no mechanism to collect standardized data to assist in policy
development, system evaluation, prevention activities related to traffic safety, and quality
improvement issues.  The goal of this grant project is to implement a system that can be accessed in
real-time, to determine the most effective and efficient use of personnel and resources and is
expected to improve the delivery of emergency medical services throughout California.

Approval of the first recommendation will allow the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign the
EMSA's Standard Agreement No. EMS-9064 (Exhibit I) to accept grant funds, to participate in the
development of a statewide system, which incorporates both field and trauma center data.  The grant
funding provided by the State EMSA will be utilized to evaluate current Department of Health
Services EMS Agency Trauma and Emergency Medicine Information System (TEMIS) data variables
and related definitions for consistency with California Emergency Medical Services Information
System (CEMSIS) requirements, implement necessary changes in TEMIS to achieve greater
compliance with CEMSIS requirements and to prepare local data for transmission to the CEMSIS.

Approval of the second recommendation will allow the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign any
forthcoming Standard Agreements with the EMSA through June 30, 2014, to accept the grant
funding with substantially similar terms.

Approval of the third recommendation will allow the Interim Director, or his designee, to sign
amendments to the FY 2009-10 Standard Agreement for subsequent fiscal years through June 30,
2014, with terms substantially similar to those of the Standard Agreement, for changes related to the
scope of the project or grant guidelines made by the State.  This authority will provide the EMS
Agency the maximum flexibility to adjust as needed to this evolving new State program.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION
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The recommended actions support Goal 4, Health and Mental Health, and Goal 5, Public Safety of 
the County’s Strategic Plan.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The State EMSA is providing $25,666 in grant funding in FY 2009-10, to pay for the associated costs 
(personnel, materials, and supplies) involved with capturing and transmitting local emergency 
medical services data to the CEMSIS.  There is no net County cost.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

California Code of Regulations Title 22 requires local Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers
to capture data reflecting emergency medical services in California.  In most cases, data is
transferred to a central site at the local EMS agency (LEMSA).  The LEMSA is responsible for
developing a data collection policy and a data dictionary used to identify data elements.  Although
these elements are standard within the LEMSA itself, the data set and record inclusion criteria may
not be consistent from one LEMSA to another.  The State of California's EMSA is funding a
statewide data collection system known as CEMSIS which will incorporate both emergency medical
services (field) and trauma patient (trauma center) data.

Data collection for the Department of Health Services EMS Agency is conducted via the TEMIS.  The
system was implemented in 1987 to meet State and County data collection requirements, as well as
to assist the EMS Agency in monitoring, evaluating, and coordinating all EMS components. The
system encompasses both public and private emergency facilities, including 20 paramedic base
hospitals, 13 trauma centers and 42 EMS provider agencies.  The system captures emergency
medical services data from EMS provider agencies, paramedic base hospitals, and trauma centers.
Currently, the combined databases contain more than nine million records, with more than 800,000
new records added yearly.

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to use and form.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Not applicable.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Approval of these actions will enable the Department of Health Services EMS Agency to assist the 
State EMSA in developing a statewide data system which will be used in policy development, system 
evaluation, prevention activities related to traffic safety, and quality improvement issues.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)
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Respectfully submitted,

JOHN F. SCHUNHOFF, Ph.D.

Interim Director

Chief Executive Officer
Acting County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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